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Solve these problems, writing down how you did so:
· “I think of a number, multiply by 2 and then add 3 and I have 13. What was my number?”

Answer: …………………………………………
· “I think of another number, multiply by 5 and subtract 4 and I have 16. What was my number?”

Answer:………………………………………………
· “I think of a number, divide by 3 and add 4 and I have 7. What was my number?”

Answer:…………………………………………………
I can write these problems as function machines. Here’s Problem 1:
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The Inverse would be:



The inverse uses the opposite operations and helps solve the problem.


Fill in these function machines and their inverses for the other 2 problems:
Problem 2:




Problem 3:



There is one other way we can write these problems, using symbols or letters:

Problem 1:

2 × ∆ + 3 = 13 (Symbols)
or

2n + 3 = 13 (Letters)

Have a go at writing the other two problems using letters and symbols:

	Problem 2
	
	Problem 3

	Symbols
	
	
	Symbols
	

	Letters
	
	
	Letters
	



×2





-3





÷2





+3





13





5





?





13








